Fourth Sunday of Easter
Little Prairie United Methodist Church
April 21, 2024, 9:30 a.m.

“Abide in Him”

2980 130" ST E, Dundas, MN 55019
507.663-6150
www.littleprairieumc.org
Our vision: Creating a welcoming community that worships well, disciples well, and
serves well; transforming the world for Jesus Christ.

WELCOME AND GATHERING

Gathering Music ~ “Open the Eyes of My Heart ” Music by Paul Baloche
Arranged by Carol Tornquist April Ostermann

Welcome Pastor Penny Bonsell
Centering Time


http://www.littleprairieumc.org/

Call to Worship

We gather here today to be guided to restore our souls.

Let the Spirit of love fill us.

May we breathe in the gentle breeze of green pastures of spring.

Let us not fear. May we breathe Your soothing breath of life into our souls.

Hymn: O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing UMH #57 All

Opening Prayer:

Good Shepherd, Noble Shepherd, you call us by name, and we know your voice.
Lead us to green pastures and still waters. Open the gate for us, that we may go
freely, and have life abundantly.

Forgive us when we have gone astray. Bring us back safely into your fold.

May the Holy Spirit strengthen us to hear your Word. Blessed are you, through
Jesus Christ, give us goodness, lead us down right paths, and restore our souls.
Amen.

Sharing the Peace

Children’s Moment

THE WORD
Psalm 4
John 10:11-18
1 John 3:16-24
Message “Abide in Him” Pastor Penny Bonsell
RESPONSE TO THE WORD
Hymn The King of Love My Shepherd Is UMH #138 All

Joys and Concerns and Prayers of the People

Shepherding God, in a dangerous world, let us hear your voice and come and go through
your gate and follow you.

We pray for the whole church, that we may be devoted to your Word and to
universal fellowship, being generous to all who have need.



We pray for the earth, for green pastures and still waters, that we may restore them to the
goodness and purity that they had at the time that you created them.

We pray for the people of the world, their nations, and leaders, that your wisdom
and peace may govern all, so that no one will fear.

We pray for all those in need, for those in want, those who are ill and suffer. Guide us to
feed them, and comfort them in your name.

We pray for ourselves, our families, and those we love.

May no one live in fear; may all dwell in your presence.

Blessed are you, Great Shepherd, who, through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit,
gives us goodness and mercy, leads us down right paths, and restores our souls.
Amen.

Offering “Breathe” Music by Marie Barnett, Arranged by Carol Tornquist
April Ostermann

Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow (UMH #95) All

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Gracious Provider, we gather with hearts filled with gratitude for the love and light
you've shown us. Your Word reminds us that true love is seen in the self-sacrifice of
Christ.

As we offer our tithes and offerings, we are reminded of the importance of
generosity and stewardship in every aspect of our lives.

May these gifts be a reflection of the love we have experienced in Christ and our
commitment to steward them faithfully for the work of your kingdom.

Use these offerings to bring justice, mercy, and hope to a world in need. In your holy
name, we pray. Amen.

And the Prayer in which Christ unites us . . .

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and
the glory forever. Amen.

Hymn Precious Lord, Take My Hand UMH #474 All



SENDING

May God’s calming love and peace be with you, so that even a stranger will see in you a
friend and neighbor. God sends you, the Spirit fills you, Christ goes with you and you
with Christ, always and everywhere. Amen.

God Bless! Go in love, joy, and peace. Shalom. Amen.

Postlude “You Are My All In All” Music by Dennis Jernigan,
Arranged by Carol Tornquist April Ostermann
INFORMATION

Pastor: Penny Bonsell, Administrator: Sara French, Music Director and pianist: Luann
Alderks, Certified Lay Speaker and Youth Director: Theresa Siemers, assistants Maddy
Heinz-Kline and Kory Larson, Technology Adminstrator: Jesse Steed

Admin Council Chair: Kevin Larson, Admin Secretary: Sue Rollins

SPRC Chair: Deb Little, Treasurer: Lori Noreen, Finance Committee Chair: Larry
Alderks, Trustees Chair: Tom Stowe, Missions and Lay Servant: Karen Nelson, Outreach
and Nurture Chair: Jeff Sartor

Upcoming Events

Mon. April 22, 8:30 am: Breakfast Club, L&M; (every Monday)

Wed. April, 24, 9-10:30 pm: Pastor Penny at James Gang Coffee Shop

Fri. April 26, Youth Group 5:30-8 pm staring with pizza and game night

Friday April 26, 9 am-5 pm, and Saturday, April 27, 10 am-4 pm

Northfield Quilters Spring Splendor Quilt Show 2024

Sat. May 4, 9-11 am: Soul Sisters Fairy Garden making, All are Welcome! $15/garden

Sun-Thurs., July 28- Aug 1, 5:30 pm-8:00 pm, VVBS Theater Camp Little Prairie’s
“Holy "wood Productions. Children and youth will be invited to create, direct, act, sing,
and build the set and stage to tell Bible stories. We are hoping to create a short movie of
our adventure.

See our website for more details at www.littleprairieumc.org.

Website Online giving
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